
Barrington High School PTO 
 Steering Committee Meeting 

September 8, 2008 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:22.   
There was a motion to approve the old board minutes from May 19, 2008 by Sue Hyde and seconded by 
Marilyn Kallimanes all were in favor and the motion carried.  There was then a motion to approve the 
new board minutes from May 19, 2008 by Penny Kazmier and seconded by Barb Karon, all were in favor 
and the motion carried. 
 
President’s Report-  Britta Wasem reminded everyone to put their phones on silent or vibrate during 
the meeting.  She also asked everyone to do introduce themselves.  She welcomed the guests and told 
them that she hoped they would come every month.  She told those that had not gotten their photo id 
taken that they would need to do that in the guidance office.  She also told people to take a binder if 
they were new with a packet of PTO info and if they were returning to take the packet.  The packets are 
very helpful and contain phone numbers of the BHS staff, a CUSD 220 calendar, the administrative flow 
chart, tax exempt letter, PTO reimbursement form, deadline for the newsletter, and the board 
expectations.  She asked everyone to check the clipboard to verify their information (email and phone 
number).  Britta requested if last ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘǘŀΦ  {ƘŜ 
also requested that people not bring their personal agendas to the meeting unless it benefits the entire 
board as the purpose of the PTO is to represent every parent. 
Britta spoke about the Stadium and the ribbon cutting.  She attached the ribbon to the PTO bell from 
the ceremony as the BHS PTO will give a total of $5000.  She also mentioned the District 220 Educational 
Foundation Fundraiser/ Golf Outing which will be on 9/26/08.  She encouraged everyone to go, and 
stated that just dinner is $65.  It is held at Makray and Ann Kimes will be part of the entertainment. 
 
Vice President Report- Deanna Griffin reported on Freshman Orientation.  She stated that she provided 
water and granola barsΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ /ƻƻƪōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƛǇŜǎΦ 
The proceeds will go to Barrington Area Special Voices.  The deadline is 9/15/08.  They are hoping to get 
700 recipes.  The cost of the cookbook depends on the amount of recipes.  They are hoping to have the 
cost be around $20.  Deanna is also in charge of the pink forms that are returned from the registration 
packet.  She has compiled a spreadsheet of volunteers to date. 
 
Treasurer-  Deanna Griffin reported for Kathy Pescheret.  Deanna presented to proposed 2008-2009 
budget.  Christine Bruner motioned to approve the proposed 2008-2009 budget, seconded by Kathy 
Weidner, all were in favor, the motion carried.  There were 2 additional donations over the summer  for 
Academic boosters so the total was about $51,000.  There was a memorial bench installed for Mike 
Cecala as well. 
 
 
Jennifer Garrels of Barrington Area Special Voices came to give a brief presentation about the group.  
She  is the president.  It is a new nonprofit group that is for advocacy of special needs children.  They 
have a meeting on 9/16/08 at the Community Church of Barrington at 301 E. Lincoln with a meet and 
greet from 7:00 ς 7:30pm and he meeting following.  Her email is jengarrels@comcast.ne5t and the 
website is www.baspecialvoices.org . 
 
 

mailto:jengarrels@comcast.ne5t
http://www.baspecialvoices.org/


Faculty Reports-  
Faculty Rep -Carla Darlington came in and introduced herself as the faculty representative.  She asked 
that questions be forwarded to her via email.  Britta then clarified that questions first be sent to Britta 
and then she will send them on to Carla. 
Principle Steve McWilliams- 
Steve brought in a group with Brenda Nelson including Chris Katrakis who are focusing on suicide 
prevention as a community iniative and part of National Yellow Ribbon Week.  They are hoping to do 
some things to help parents learn the warning signs when their kids are in trouble.  They are also 
working with Dr. Laube.   They are part of the group going to Stanford for the Stressed Out Students 
program on 9/26, as well as working with a group at the Wisconsin Department of Education. 
He also gave a Stadium Update in part with a Video Production done by BHS TV and 238Studios.  Some 
of the students that work on this including Olivia Arns, Katie Tuber and Rob Weidner were there.  There 
is an 8th hour class in part from the foundation.  They have films on FOXJOX.com.  The quarterback Club 
pays a stipend to help put some of the videos together.  Steve McWilliams reports that the sound 
system is now fixed.  He also reports that the sales report from the Chuckwagon at the first football 
game were HIGH!!There is no bathroom on the visitor side but there is 2 portapotties.   
The enrollment figures for 2007 vs.  2008 are: 
                           Freshman    789       773 
                           Sophomore735        785 
                           Juniors         719       729 
                           Seniors        759        715 
Average Class size          24.05      24.13 
 
He also discussed the BHS Learning Objectives and that he wants them to obtain a focus.  The BHS 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ά hǳǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
learning, and ability to think critically and communicate clearly and a willingness to take risks and 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΦέ  IŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ  IŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ 
a piece of this is parent input, and what a parent expects their student to walk away with.  He wants all 
the corners of the district represented. 
He spoke about Senior Celebration and that he would like the student s to be involved and do the work 
for themselves.  Scott Kasik cannot take on this again this year.  The focus needs to be on graduation.  It 
will be Jim Hawrysko who will be in charge of this under Paul Gilette and he will report to the next PTO 
meeting.  He would like the groups to start when they are freshman working on things.   
CƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Freshman Orientation he would like to have a parent orientation.  He will work with the 
Welcoming Committee. 
HE brought up the possibility of a 2010 mandatory Post Prom.  He discussed that it would be a Red 
Carpet Affair, with Coach busses, a base prom with karaoke? Casino? Magician? Many ideas were put 
out to stop the midnight parties to Lake Geneva.  There was broad general support, and many people 
brought up that we are one of the few communities that do not do it.  IT was brought up that it would 
eliminate the άƘŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘΩǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƭƛǇōƻŀǊŘ 
asking for volunteers was sent around the room.  He also encouraged people to contact him privately if 
they had concerns. 
 
Committee Reports 
Registration-Ann McSorley thanked Deanna for giving her volunteers all summer long.  She thanked the 
volunteers who worked.  She thanked Deb who worked with the GRC.  Steve McWilliams said it was the 
best registration ever.  It was mentioned that if a student is out of town the can arrange to have a 
parent, another student or a parent register for them.  The need to contact Cheryl Cafcules. 



Senior Celebration-Mary Ann Miller stated that it went well.  They had 468 kids on the Odyssey at Navy 
Pier.  They had 10 busses and tickets were $30 each.  They sold tickets for 6 days only.  It was for Seniors 
ƻƴƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ŘǊŜǎǎΦ  L¢ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ άŘŀǘŜέ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ϸпнул ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀǎ ƻŦ 
8/31/08, Sue Hyde stated she had another  $750.  The Village of Barrington paid for police and a dog.  
They were short on parent chaperones.  They had 10 and needed 20.  The total graduating class was 759 
so they had 61% attendance. There were 102 on the boat that did not go to prom.  There were 35 free 
and reduced.  Mary Ann wanted to recognize Sue Hyde for her great fundraising.  Kathy Weidner 
congratulated all those who worked on this project as it was 6 weeks from start to finish, and Sue Hyde 
thanked Scott Kasik for is hard work.  There was $13,000 left from previous after prom, and they raised 
another $19,000.  The total cost was $31,000.  Currently there is $800 in the after prom account. 
Webmaster-Barbara Cogswell stated the site is www.bhspto.org.  The newsletter will be available on it.  
Morningline- Barb Karon reported that the first date is 9/24 BHS 101 which includes a tour of the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ммκмф ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŜƴŀƎŜ ¸ŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ άbƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ aƛƴǳǘŜǎέ 
ōȅ WƻŘƛ tƛŎƻǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ά5ƻƛƴƎ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ ōȅ 5ŜƴƛǎŜ /ƭŀǊƪ tƻpe, and they are 
hoping to bring her in as a speaker in April, 2009.   
Academic Boosters- This year they will be upgrading equipment in the Science department and 
additional Smart Boards.  There will be a mailing on 9/23 at 8:30am. 
Mailings-The next mailing will be at 8am on 9/16 and there be coffee served.   
College/Class Programs-No report. 
Publicity-No report. 
Directory- No report. 
Fine Arts Booster ςThere is an Alumnus who is funding a scholarship. 
Hospitality-They will do the staff lunch next month. 
Newsletter-The deadline was today and there is not a lot of room.  The next deadline is 10/6/08. 
School Board Representative- Penny Kazmier stated that the fireworks at the football game were 
donated by members of the community.  She gave thanks to the Friends of the Stadium Committee, and 
to Pepper Construction for getting everything done.  She stated the ELC will break ground on 2009. 
 
Old Business/New Business – None 
 
Kathy Mangan motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:06pm, seconded by Sue Hyde, all were in favor, 
motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted- 
Lisa Nelson 
BHS Secretary 

http://www.bhspto.org/

