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Notes from our President…. 

THE POWER OF POSITIVE FEEDBACK 

Happy New Year!  May 2010 be full of laughter, family and friends, and 

great memories for all of you. 

With one child home from college over the Christmas break, our family had 

a chance to reflect upon many great memories of both our kidsô years at 

BHS.  Whether it is through academics, athletics, or extracurricular activi-

ties, our childrenôs lives are often very powerfully impacted by their interac-

tion with teachers, coaches, or administrators at the school.  Sometimes, as 

parents, we tend to communicate our negative experiences with the school 

administration, and we neglect to do the same for our positive ones. 

Iôd like to take this opportunity to encourage all of you to make a point to 

communicate your great experiences as well.  All of us need to know when 

we do something really wellðwhen we strike just the right chord.  Has your 

child had a great experience with a teacher, with a coach, or with a pro-

gram?  I would encourage you to email the head of the department involved, 

and let him or her know.  (All department headsô emails are available on the 

schoolôs website.)  It only takes a minute!  While youôre at it, I would rec-

ommend copying our principal, Steve McWilliams.  Iôm sure your note 

would be a ray of sunshine for everyoneðnot to mention that it is a great 

way to provide very valuable input! 

Do you have any feedback for the PTO?  (Positive or Negativeðitôs all wel-

come!)  Any new programs youôd like to see?  Never hesitate to contact me 

at bhspto@comcast.net. 

Speaking of positive feedback, I need to express our sincere appreciation to 

some PTO committees who have gone above and beyond recently.  Our 

Hospitality Committee brought in a great lunch for the staff on Testing Day 

back in October.  Thanks to Karla Combs, Kathy Conrad, Kirsten Nep-

tun, and Susan Laudick for thatðdo you ladies take your show on the 

road?  Kudos also to Marilyn Kallimanes and Sandy Kraimer, along 

with BHSôs Cheryl Cafcules, who took on a major overhaul of the new 

ñgreenerò directory this year.  Everyone loves when the directory comes!  

And to our publicity guru, Jacqueline Solosky, who did a phenomenal job 

of getting the word out for our Dr. Riera presentationðmany thanks to you! 

Our Nominating Committee is currently in the processing of gathering 

names for the PTO Steering Committee for the school year 2010-2011.  If you are interested in helping out on the Steering 

Committee, please contact Lisa Nelson at galasea@sbcglobal.net, as soon as possible, as positions 

fill up fast! 

In the meantime, stay warm! 
 

Deanna Griffin, PTO President 
bhspto@comcast.net 

BHS CALENDAR  
 FEB 

ACT Testing 6 

Orchesis/Midwest Collaborative Dance 
Concert 

7 

College program for Sophomores &  

Parents 

10 

Inservice DayñNo School 12 

Presidentõs DayñNo School 15 

Boys Gymnastics begins 15 

Orchestra Solo & Ensemble Contest 16 

8th Grade Transition Night 18 

 MAR 

BoysñBaseball, Water Polo and Tennis begin  1 

GirlsñBadminton, Water Polo, Soccer and 
Softball begin 1 

Spring MusicalñBeauty and The Beast 4-7 

Boys Volleyball begins 8 

Winter Athletic Awards Night 8 

PTO CALENDAR  
 FEB 

PTO Meeting 9:15 ð11:30 1 

 MAR 

PTO Meeting 9:15-11:30 1 

PTO EveninglineñóAsk the Expertsó 9 

mailto:bhspto@comcast.net
mailto:galasea@sbcglobal.net
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PTO Staff Grants, Fall 
2009 

The BHS PTO proudly announces the 
recipients of our Fall 2009 Staff Grants, 
totally approximately $8,900.  Grants 
are made possible by the many families 
who support the PTO through payment 
of the $20 annual duesé..many thanks 
to all of you!  Grants are determined 
through a process which assesses the 
number of students benefitting from the 
grant, as well as importance to the cur-
riculum. 

Congratulations to: 

 Science Department 

¶ 40 primary source reading books 
for Environmental Science 

¶ Torso model for Human Biology 

Applied Arts Department 

¶ Headsets and Quickcams for In-
tro to Engineeringõs Virtual De-
sign Project 

Math Department 

¶ 25 TI-84+ graphing calculators 
for the calculator loan program 

Fine Arts Department 

¶ Digital camcorder for Dance 
program 

¶ 5 drills for set shop 

¶ Studio lights and accessories for 
AP Studio classes 

PTO PRESIDENTS' COUNCIL ALL-

DISTRICT BOOK READ! 

Building Resilience in Children and Teens:  Prepar-
ing Our Children for Life  

 
Today's children face a great deal of stress - academic perform-
ance, heavy scheduling, high achievement standards, peer pres-
sure and family tension to name just a few.  Show your children 
how to bounce back and THRIVE with coping strategies from 
one of the nation's foremost experts in adolescent medicine. 

The District 220 PTO Presidents' Council is proud to announce 
their 3rd annual All-District Book Read.  Please join us for an 
evening with DR. KENNETH R. GINSBURG, author of : 

"! tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŜƴǎΥ 
Giving Your Child Roots and Wingsέ  

The book focuses on raising resilient children who can deal with stress in 
an increasingly complex world.  Dr. Ginsburg seeks to create strategies to 
raise resilient children who are capable of dealing with life's difficulties 
and who learn from personal defeats, while at the same time fostering 
an understanding of "authentic success".  His presentation uses humor, 
real-life scenarios, and poignant cases in addressing the "7 C's" of resil-
ience.  He is also the co-author of "But I'm Almost 13!" and "Less Stress, 
More Success:  A New Approach to Guiding Your Teen Through College 
Admissions and Beyond".   

This event, for parents of children from Preschool through 
High School, will take place  Thursday evening, February 25, at 
7:00 p.m.  in the  auditorium at Barrington High School .  

A very special thank you to the District 220 Educational Foun-
dation for generously underwriting the cost of this presenta-
tion.  Questions about this event may be directed to Sue Ran-
d a l l  ( D R A N D 3 6 0 @ a o l . c o m )  o r  B a r b  K a r o n 
(RKaron1@aol.com).  

Class of  2012  
College Planning Program  

Sophomore students and parents  

     Wednesday, February 10, 2010  

7:00 pmñ8:00 pm  
BHS Auditorium  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Ask the Experts  

Get your questions about the 
college process answered  

All students and their parents  

Tuesday, March 9th 7:00ñ8:30pm 

BHS Auditorium 

Make a World of Difference 

The BHS Nominating Committee is 

building the 2010-2011 

PTO Board.  We love to have good 

people working on good causes 

and that is what the BHS PTO is all 

about- we would love to have you! 

If you are interested please contact 

Lisa Nelson at  

galasea@sbcglobal.net 
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YES!  I WOULD LIKE TO HELP FUND ACADEMIC ENHANCEMENTS AT BHS! 

NAME:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print name as you would like it to appear in a printed acknowledgement) 

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 (Please include town and zip) 

Your gift of any amount is appreciated! 

$50____ $75____ $100____ $250____ $500____ $1,000____ $____Other 

Please make all checks payable to BHS PTO Academic Boosters.   

Contributions may also be made via credit card @ www.bhspto.org.  Select the tab titled ñ$ to Academics.ò 

 Please mail checks to Paula Frank, 448 Whitney Dr., Barrington, IL 60010.  All contributions are tax deductible as permitted by law.  Does your 

employer offer matching donations?  Contact Paula Frank at gfrankfam@aol.com for questions about matching donations.  
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Thank you to the following families for helping to make our kick off of the 2009-10 Academic Boosters fundraiser a success!  
With 281 BHS families donating so far, we are already at $34,336! The names below represent donations received between  

November 2, 2009 and January 4, 2010 

Ambrose/Pickering Family 
Bob & Sue Beck 
Sushma Bhanot 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bondi 
Amber & Ken Bostock 
The Branick Family 
The Broughton Family 
Joe & Jane Buchel 
Reed and Megan Captain 
Gary L. Castagna 
Steb and Pam Chandor 
David & Kyung Choi 
Brian and Carolyn Clifford 
The Connors Family 
Alan & Joanne Dalessandro 

Di Iorio Family 
Skip and Nancy Dolan 
The Drennan Family 
Jay & Patti Dulla 
Kathy Envall 
Jeff & Kathy Fedorchak 
The Fox Family 
Nita & Mukesh Gangwal 
Jerry and Annette Gentile 
Gerrard Family 
The Gier Family 
Silvia and Tim Grabacki 
Emanuel & Helen Guagliardo 
Jeff & Mary Holdsberg 
Debbie & David Hrobon 

Charles & Susan Huttinger 
Bob and Sue Johnson 
Dave & Eileen Kastning 
The Katz and Buhai Family 
Brian and Jeanne Kelly 
Wes & Ann Kimes 
Barry and Beth Kingwill 
The Kinton Family 
The Kokoszka Family 
Brian and Sandy Kraimer 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kuhn & 
Family 
Tom Lilien & Linda Rothnagel 
Listhartke 
Bill and Carol Marsh 

The Messer Family 
Beth & Paul Nielsen 
The Robert Nixon Family 
Kathy & Bill Okeefe 
Hemant Patel 
Perille Family 
Scott & Ann Pfeifer 
Danielle & Jim Pisani 
Jim and Karen Powell 
David & Susan Randall 
Bob & Janet Reynolds 
Marcia & Mark Rossi 
The Rubak Family 
John & Susan Sanfilippio 
The Schiavi Family 

Dick and Michele Spinell 
Tony & Mary Stallone 
Eric and Mary Staros 
Steven and Sarah Towne 
Jim and Michele Tracy 
The Trefz Family 
John & Kelly Ward 
The Weidner Family 
The Werner Family 
Wayne & Jane Yelli 
Terry & Leila Younger 

 

PTO EVENINGLINE  
 

 Tuesday, March 9, 2010  

7:00 Ĕ 8:30 P.M.  

Barrington High School Auditorium  

College Forum:  Ask the Experts  
This program is designed for Sophomores, Juniors and their parents.  Representatives from 7 colleges have been 

invited, ranging from highly selective institutions to open admissions institutions.  This broad panel of experts is 

prepared to answer questions from the audience about the college admissions process. 

Please direct any questions to: Sue Hyde  jeckyll625@aol.com 

Mark your Calendar: 

College Night ð Monday, April 5  from 6:30pmñ8:30pm 

 

mailto:jeckyll625@aol.com
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Corrections or Additions  to this or future newsletters please send to  julieanddennis@sbcglobal.net 

To blog or not to blog, that is the question...   
If you are open to todayõs technologically based manner of 
information sharing you may want to check out The New 
York Timeõs The Choice Blog: Demystifying College Admis-
sions and Aid (http://thechoice.blogs.nytimes.com).  It pro-
vides parents and students with information and dialog 
about the college admissions process from the perspective 

of parents, students, admission counselors, guidance counselors and other professionals. 
There are a variety of topics discussed, which are relevant to both parents and HS stu-
dents of all ages. Some of the blog titles includeó Test Scores, College and What Really 
Mattersó, and òAccepted, Rejected, or Deferred? Keep it Off Facebookó to name just a cou-
ple.  The following is a submission to  The Choiceõs Tip Sheet (Tip Sheetõs information is pro-
vided by professionals working in the college admissions field.)  

 

Now That the Application Is In, Whatõs a Parent to Do? 

By Martha C. Merrill, Dean of Admission and Financial Aid at Connecticut College  

 

Soon, students will be racing to the mailbox to find the fat envelopes of elation or the skinny letters 
of heartbreak. Almost all will find a mixture of both. This is, of course, a stressful time for high 
school seniors, and parents can add to that stress or help alleviate it.  

Parents can help prepare students for the college transition ð and for life as adults ð by gently 
guiding them through this process and allowing them to take ownership of admission decisions. 

But who will gently guide the parents? Here, in that spirit, are a few things I would like to remind 
parents as they navigate the latter stages of the admission process:  

Å Donôt take admission decisions personally. We are looking for students who will thrive and excel 
at our institution, not judging your parenting. 

Å Allow your child to celebrate any and all acceptances. I always cringe when parents tell me their 
child ñonly got into two schoolsò or was ñonly accepted to one of his top choices.ò Each and every 
acceptance represents four years of educational opportunities and should be met with excitement.  

Å If your child doesnôt get in, donôt make it seem like the end of the world. It isnôt.  

Instead, teach your children to accept disappointment. A college rejection is often the first major 
disappointment in life. There will be many others. You will be doing your children a favor if you 
teach them to accept disappointment and take advantage of the opportunities they have, instead of 
trying to handle disappointment for them.  

Å Check your pronoun confusion. Remember, itôs not ñweò got in, or ñweò got denied. Allowing your 
children to take ownership will help them feel confident in their decisions and prepare them for the 
transition to college.  

Å Resist the urge to compare admission decisions with other parents. College admission is not a 
perfect science, and admission professionals look at a number of different factors when we make 
our decisions. Being accepted to a particular school doesnôt make your child any better than a 
friendôs child.  

Å Try not to influence your childôs final decision. Parents often pay the bills and therefore need to 
be part of the decision-making process, but ultimately it is your child who will be spending four 
years at this institution.  
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The goal of Parent Link is to be a resource to parents providing information about the student experience.   


